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Violence against Women and Girls (VAWG) 

 

Purpose of report 

For discussion. 

 

Summary 

This paper provides an overview of recent work around VAWG and introduces a 

presentation by Detective Chief Constable Maggie Blyth, the new National Policing lead for 

Violence against Women and Girls. 

 

 
Recommendation 
 

The Board provide their views on future council, police and LGA work on VAWG. 

 
 
Action: 
 
For discussion and direction. 

 
 

 

 

 

Contact officer:  Rachel Phelps 

Position:   Policy Adviser  

Phone no:   07464 652844 

Email:    Rachel.phelps@local.gov.uk 

  

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
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Violence against Women and Girls (VAWG) 

Background  

1. Following a recommendation from Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and 

Fire and Rescue Services (HMICFRS), in September it was announced that Deputy 

Chief Constable Maggie Blyth had been appointed as the new National Police Chiefs’ 

Council (NPCC) lead for violence against women and girls (VAWG). The post is 

intended to work closely with existing NPCC leads on issues such as domestic 

abuse, rape and sexual offences, the College of Policing and a range of 

organisations active in tackling VAWG. 

 

2. Reporting to the Home Secretary-chaired National Policing Board, DCC Blyth, who 

took up her role last month, will be responsible for coordinating police action across 

England and Wales, including agreeing and delivering a new police strategy focusing 

on interventions to prevent violence, target perpetrators and help victims achieve 

justice. She will be the point of contact for every police force to ensure best practice 

is shared and that progress on improving the response to these crimes is being 

monitored. 

 

3. The appointment of the new NPCC lead complements wider work across 

Government on VAWG issues. Following the tragic murder of Sarah Everard in 

March 2021 and the subsequent public conversation on the safety of women and 

girls, the Government re-opened its consultation on the Violence against Women and 

Girls (VAWG) 2021 – 2024 Strategy and received an overwhelming 180,000 

responses to help shape the strategy. 

 

4. The Government published its updated Strategy in July 2021, setting out an ambition 

to prevent violence against women and girls, increase support for victims and 

survivors and ensure perpetrators are brought to justice. The Strategy focuses on all 

forms of violence against women and girls, including rape and sexual offences, 

stalking, domestic abuse, ‘honour based’ abuse, including female genital mutilation 

and forced marriage and ‘honour’ killings, ‘revenge porn’ and ‘upskirting’, acts of 

violence that have a disproportionate effect on women and girls. 

 

5. In our response to the new strategy, the LGA welcomed the Government’s immediate 

and strategic response to improve safety for women and girls. We were pleased to 

see the Government announce the new national policing lead on violence against 

women and girls. 

 

6. DCC Blyth will attend the Board meeting to discuss her plans for the new role and 

how she sees her role supporting the new strategy as well as councils’ own work to 

tackle this issue. 

 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
https://news.npcc.police.uk/releases/police-chief-appointed-to-tackle-violence-against-women-and-girls
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/violence-against-women-and-girls-vawg-call-for-evidence/violence-against-women-and-girls-vawg-strategy-2021-2024-call-for-evidence
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/violence-against-women-and-girls-vawg-call-for-evidence/violence-against-women-and-girls-vawg-strategy-2021-2024-call-for-evidence
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/tackling-violence-against-women-and-girls-strategy
https://www.local.gov.uk/parliament/briefings-and-responses/lga-response-governments-consultation-development-next-tackling
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Issues 

A joined up, holistic approach 

7. The Safer and Stronger Communities Board has been very clear about the need to 

tackle Violence Against Women and Girls and has identified it as a key Board priority.  

We have worked closely with the Government on VAWG issues over the years, as 

well as undertaking extensive work on the new Domestic Abuse Act and domestic 

abuse more widely. As well as responding to the VAWG strategy consultation, we 

submitted written evidence to the Home Affairs Committee inquiry into Violence 

Against Women and Girls. 

 

8. In our response to the VAWG Strategy consultation earlier this year, we highlighted 

the importance of aligning VAWG strategy work with related current and upcoming 

legislation and guidance. The Domestic Abuse Act has recently received Royal 

Assent, the Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill is progressing through 

Parliament, the Government has just published its Beating Crime Plan, and a Draft 

Victims Bill and a separate Domestic Abuse Strategy are expected in the Autumn 

2021.  All of these are linked to VAWG, and – while noting the importance of 

recognising that domestic abuse is not perpetrated against women alone - it is 

important that there is a co-ordinated holistic approach to tackling violence against 

women and girls that is embedded across all Government departments and relevant 

agencies in a coherent way.  

 

9. In terms of this holistic approach, our work on the Domestic Abuse Act, for example, 

has highlighted the importance of sustainable funding for a range of critical services, 

including children and family services, to help drive the early intervention and 

preventative services that can help stop domestic abuse occurring in the first place.   

Similarly, there is a need for early and sustained education focusing on healthy, loving 

relationships, and acceptable cultural practices and behaviours in an era of technology 

and social media. A holistic approach also means focusing on perpetrators, and not 

only through criminal justice measures. We are pleased that following our lobbying, 

the Government recognised the calls of the LGA and charities for a domestic abuse 

perpetrator strategy and committed to bring this forward as part of the forthcoming 

Domestic Abuse strategy. 

 

10. A similar cross-cutting is also needed in relation to the new VAWG strategy. A wider 

culture change is required, spanning across education, health, housing, families, and 

communities through to policing and criminal justice measures, with prevention and 

early intervention the cornerstone of this approach.  

 

Funding 

 

11. A holistic approach must be underpinned by a commitment to provide the appropriate 

long-term funding and support required to give us the best possible chance of making 

real progress in our efforts to keep women and girls safe in our communities. 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
https://committees.parliament.uk/writtenevidence/35358/pdf/
https://committees.parliament.uk/work/1159/violence-against-women-and-girls/
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12. Councils have commended the Government for acknowledging the need to do more 

to address women and girl’s safety through the ‘Safety of Women at Night’ Fund, but 

the LGA has expressed disappointment that currently only £5 million has been 

allocated for this purpose.  Additionally, we need to ensure that there is a shift from 

asking what safety precautions a women or girl can take to ensure their own safety, 

towards how can we disrupt and prevent a perpetrator’s abusive and violent 

behaviour. 

 

13. We welcomed the Spending Review 2020 announcement of £125 million funding to 

help enable local authorities to deliver the new statutory duty to support domestic 

abuse victims and their children in safe accommodation in 2020-21, and it is helpful 

that the Domestic Abuse Commissioner will be undertaking a review and reporting on 

community based domestic abuse services. While we welcomed the 2021 spending 

review commitment to recruiting more Independent Sexual Violence and Domestic 

Violence Advocates and improving the prosecution rates in rape cases, it was 

disappointing that there was no further information about funding for the new duty 

beyond 2021.  

 

14. We would like to have seen Violence against Women and Girls, and domestic abuse, 

explicitly recognised in the Government’s Spending Review and funding 

announcements. It is clear that if society is to truly achieve significant reductions in 

violence against women and girls, as well as support victims, long-term funding for 

tackling domestic abuse and VAWG is key. That is why the LGA continues to urge 

the Government to revisit this area as a matter of urgency.  

 

Early intervention and prevention 

 

15. In all of our work on VAWG and domestic abuse we have been clear that there needs 

to be an equal focus on, and funding for, prevention and early intervention measures 

that aim to prevent abuse from happening in the first place. 

 

16. This needs to start at the earliest level, with a focus on relationships and sex 

education actively tackling harmful gender stereotypes and addressing subjects such 

as domestic and gender-based violence. There is a need to ensure that schools are 

properly resourced to teach relationships and sex education effectively, including 

through supporting specialist training. Awareness raising and developing 

understanding of what are, and what are not acceptable behaviours, should also be 

promoted through non-academic settings and other youth services and interventions. 

 

17. There is also a need to invest in community level initiatives and communications 

campaigns that seek to raise awareness about violence against women and girls, 

and help women and girls feel empowered. Initiatives should also focus on prompting 

perpetrators to recognise their own abusive behaviour and seek help to stop it or 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
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prevent it escalating, with a focus on sharing evidence and information about the 

interventions that are most effective. 

 

18. It would be helpful if members could take the opportunity to highlight some of these 

points during the discussion with DCC Blyth and seek her views on the balance 

between preventing and tackling abusive behaviours. 

 

LGA work 

 

19. The LGA’s work on VAWG and domestic abuse has blended seeking to influence 

Government strategies and new legislation and sharing best practice and learning 

across councils. In the early stages of the pandemic, we published guidance for 

councils on domestic abuse in the context of COVID-19; we also recently launched 

our guide on ‘tackling domestic abuse – innovative approaches by councils and 

partner organisations.’  

 

20. We have held a series of webinars relating to domestic abuse, covering issues 

including domestic abuse and the pandemic, economic abuse perpetrator 

interventions, as well as the new domestic abuse duty. 

 

21. We are in the early stages of planning a webinar covering women’s safety in the 

night time economy, looking at some of the good practice work being led by different 

areas on this important issue. Members views on further areas they would like us 

to focus on, including in light of DCC Blyth’s presentation, would be very 

helpful. 

 

Possible themes for discussion with DCC Blyth 

22. Members will no doubt have a number of questions they wish to raise with DCC Blyth 

in relation to tackling VAWG. Some possible themes for discussion are suggested 

below: 

 

22.1 What does DDC Blyth believe the national priorities are for the next three 

years in reducing VAWG? 

22.2 Does DCC Blyth think we have got the right balance between supporting 

victims and investigating crimes and investment in prevention and early 

intervention schemes to reduce instances of VAWG in the longer term?  

22.3 What role does DCC Blyth see for partner agencies like councils working 

alongside the police to reduce VAWG?  

22.4 What role does DCC Blyth see for national bodies like the LGA and the 

NPCC in assisting the police and partners to tackle VAWG more 

effectively?  

22.5 The LGA’s response to the VAWG consultation emphasised the 

importance of linking together related agendas including the new VAWG 

strategy, the new Domestic Abuse Act and Domestic Abuse strategy, the 

http://www.local.gov.uk/
mailto:info@local.gov.uk
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/tackling-domestic-abuse-innovative-approaches-councils-and-partner-organisations#case-studies
https://www.local.gov.uk/publications/tackling-domestic-abuse-innovative-approaches-councils-and-partner-organisations#case-studies


 

 

 
Safer and Stronger Communities 
Board 
 
09 November 2021 

  
 

 

18 Smith Square, London, SW1P 3HZ    www.local.gov.uk    Telephone 020 7664 3000    Email info@local.gov.uk    Chief Executive: Mark Lloyd  

Local Government Association company number 11177145  Improvement and Development Agency for Local Government company number 03675577 

 
 

Police, Crime, Sentencing and Courts Bill etc. How does DCC Blyth see 

her role helping to join up related work across other NPCC portfolios such 

as domestic abuse, rape and serious sexual assault, stalking etc? 

22.6 How does DCC Blyth think that her role and the work of police forces can 

help address the impact on confidence prompted by the circumstances of 

the Sarah Everard case? 

 

Implications for Wales 

23. We will continue to liaise with the Welsh LGA on this issue.  

 

Financial Implications 

24. This work will be supported from existing budgets.  

 

Next steps 

25. Subject to the Board’s views, officers will scope out the proposed areas of work with 

a view to taking them forward over the coming months. 
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